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(2016) Identity Formation, Youth, and Development: A Simplified Approach

The concept of identity is one of the most important ideas the social sciences have investigated in recent
years, yet no introductory textbooks are available to those who want to gain a sense of this burgeoning
field. The first of its kind, this text provides an introduction to the scientific study of identity formation, with
a focus on youth development. The analyses of the problems and prospects faced by contemporary
young people in forming identities are placed in the context of societies that themselves are in transition,
further complicating identity formation and the interrelated processes of self development and moral-
ethical reasoning.

(2015) Youth Studies: Fundamental Issues and Debates

Youth studies draws on a wide variety of ideas and debates, which can often present a
confusing picture to uninitiated students. This book introduces essential concepts and then
applies them to key areas of the field, so that readers can make sense of the
fundamentals. It provides a comprehensive view of the landscape of youth studies today.
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Keynote address "The Future of Identity Studies as an Interdisciplinary Pursuit" at the ISRI 2016
Conference, Baltimore

This brief presentation provides an overview of Identity Studies as a nascent
interdisciplinary field. Highlights from two recent books—one written primarily for
psychologists and the other primarily for sociologists—are presented that identify key
divisions in the field that prevent identity researchers from different paradigms engaging in
truly interdisciplinary, collaborative projects. Understanding the nature of these divisions is
argued to be key to moving the field forward, and creating a paradigm amalgamation in
which the International Society for Research on Identity can play a key role.
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Feb 23 gave public lecture "The Identity Capital Model: Validation, Findings, and Applications" at
the Department of Social Work, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

The Identity Capital Model proposes that forms of personal agency are associated with
identity development as part of the transition to adulthood. In this presentation, the
theoretical basis of the model is discussed as it applies to the “identity markets” of late-
modern societies. This discussion is followed by a summary of the quantitative and
qualitative empirical findings to date in support of the operationalization of key concepts,
and the applications of the model to education-to-work transitions and various important
developmental outcomes. Evidence is also presented of the cross-cultural validity of the
Identity Capital Model and the cultural invariance of its operationalizations.
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Coté, J. E. (2014) The dangerous myth of emerging adulthood: An evidence-based
critique of a flawed developmental theory. Applied Developmental Science, 18, 177-188.
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