Trends of Environmental Education Programs and Activities within Japanese Ramsar Sites:
A Special Attention towards Bird Focused Centers and CEPA standards
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Introduction

The Ramsar Convention’s mission is "the conservation and wise use of all wetlands
through local and national actions and international cooperation.” The vision of the Ramsar
Convention’s CEPA (Communication, Education, Participation and Awareness) Program is: “People
taking action for the wise use of wetlands”. There are 37 Ramsar Sites in Japan, all appropriate
vehicles for Environmental Education (EE), especially in the arena of wetland and biodiversity
appreciation. 13 Ramsar Sites and 20 Ramsar related Centers on Honshu Island were visited in this
research. The Ramsar Sites, except “Kabukuri-numa and surrounding rice paddies”, which has no
centers, were categorized by analysis of EE programs and activities at their centers; Centers that
highlighted native aquatic species, Centers that supported animal rescue and rehabilitation, Centers
with bird observation as a primary focus, Centers with youth programs as a main focus, Centers
with actively promoting the Ramsar Convention, Centers with projects for wetland restoration,
Centers employing bird friendly farming methods.

Chapter 1

Of Japan’s 22 Ramsar sites with freshwater bodies, 11 have rice paddies in the immediate
area and in 2005 “Kabukuri-numa and the surrounding rice paddies” was designated as a Ramsar
site, the first such designation for Ramsar. Considering the selection of 172 “Potential Ramsar Sites



in Japan” announced on September 30, 2010 by the Ministry of the Environment of Japan, there is
an incredible possibility to expand the number of centers, as well as environmental education
programs. Should Japan also build more centers at those future sites? Are there existing centers that
would serve as models? This research will address those questions and identify the trends of
environmental programs and activities that currently exist.

Chapter 2

During this research, attention was directed towards bird focused centers, and although
most of the centers that were visited did have dedicated areas for bird watching, there were centers
that were primarily for bird watching. The staffing was quite different from center to center and for
some programming is quite sparse for youth. All of the centers visited during this research did
serve some form of educational purpose. Every center could and do serve youth, but | found some
centers had programs designed specifically designed for youth. 6 of the 20 centers visited did have a
primary focus on youth and youth programming. The youth programs at these centers had programs
that focused on taxonomy, not just for the organisms that inhabited the sites, but in many cases the
plant life as well. A program that stood out at the Yatsu-higata Nature Observation Center was a
program is called the Yatsu-higata Junior Rangers. One trend that was witnessed is being used at
most of the centers that was the use of quizzes. Participants were given questions to answer. Often
the answers would be multiple choices as in choose from several possibilities. Nakaumi was unique
in the fact that the center also used the “quiz format” in their outside displays. These questions
involved the habitats and wildlife that could be seen from the location of the displayed question.

Three centers at the Ramsar Sites that were visited have youth programs on traditional
practices. Each Ramsar Site and therefore the Ramsar Center at that site have species unique to that
site, or at least unique to the region, or the country of Japan. Part of the process of educating the
community in order to preserve the species of plant or animal is teaching the stakeholders to
identify those said species.

Chapter 3

During the participation in the Kodomo, | learned of an organic bird-friendly brand of rice.
Katano-kamoike, Miyajima-numa and Kabukuri-numa and surrounding rice paddies are
practitioners in “fuyumizu-tambo”. The rice at these three sites is harvested in the fall and after the
harvest certain paddies are left flooded through the winter. This flooding has created a feeding
ground for waterfowl, as well as a boon for biodiversity.

A key point of CEPA is participation. Ramsar Japan held a series of workshops and
conferences called Kodomo Biodiversity Conferences. Only 18 of 37 Ramsar Sites participated in
one or more conference. Kabukuri-numa and the surrounding rice paddies sent 19 students to a total
of 4 conferences. This is a demonstration of participation to the level of CEPA compliance.

Conclusion

This research demonstrated that all of the visited do meet the expectations of CEPA and
the Ramsar Convention. The Ramsar Centers that were visited sufficiently met their purpose.
According to the CEPA Convention in 2008, the latest desire for Ramsar Sites to be “Demonstration
Sites”, there were three Ramsar Sites that stood out as exceptional, and the pinnacle for
“demonstration sites.” These three Ramsar Sites would be Katano-kamoike, Sakata and
Kabukuri-numa and surrounding rice paddies. This research translates to programs being recreated
and being shown as “Demonstration Sites”. Japan can expand its role in the Ramsar Convention
without regard to adding centers.



